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Skeleton Worksheet
BUCKET OF BONES
The Golden Triangle Worksheet
STEP 1: Choose Your Core Elements
Sleuth:
☐ Earl
☐ Aunt Jane
☐ Claudia
☐ Buck
Strength: ______________________________________
Weakness: _____________________________________
Human flaw that may interfere: ______________________
Genre:
Your sleuth usually determines the genre of your mystery:
Earl – 		police procedural
Aunt Jane – 	cozy mystery
Claudia - 	amateur sleuth but not necessarily cozy
Buck - 		private investigator mystery
Victim:
☐ Pro Athlete (Andy)
☐ Psychologist (Rita)
☐ Enforcer (Ernie)
☐ Fashionista (Fiona)
Public Persona: _________________________________
Hidden aspect of life (invent one): ____________________
Setting (Where):
☐ The Canadian (train)
☐ Indie Author Event
☐ A Residence
☐ Remote Site
Initial investigative advantage of this setting:





Initial investigative challenge:




When:
Season: ___________________
Time of day: ______________
What’s happening (event/weather): _____________________________________________________________________________________
How does this HELP the villain?



How does this HELP the sleuth?



Apparent Means of Death:
☐ Stabbing
☐ Shooting
☐ Fall from height
☐ Allergy
☐ Poison
☐ Other __________________________________




Step 2: The Golden Triangle
🔺 THE BODY
Cause of death (initial belief): _______________________
Time of death (initial belief): ________________________
What does the body seem to suggest about:
· Motive? ______________________________________
· Weapon? _____________________________________
· Suspect type? _________________________________
🔺 THE SCENE
What do investigators see first?

What physical evidence stands out?

What feels “off”?

🔺 HISTORY (Victim’s Story)
Recent conflict: __________________________________
Long-term tension: _________________________________
Who benefits most from the victim’s death?


STEP 3: Name 3 Suspects
Suspect 1: __________________
Motive: ______________________
Means: ______________________
Opportunity: _________________
Suspect 2: __________________
Motive: ______________________
Means: ______________________
Opportunity: _________________
Suspect 3: __________________
Motive: ______________________
Means: ______________________
Opportunity: _________________
List any shared elements (in same place at crucial time, similar appearance) that could make readers believe more than one of them is a viable suspect. 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________


STEP 4: Now Break the Triangle
Which corner feels strongest right now?
☐ Body
☐ Scene
☐ History
Now distort it.
If you break the Body:
☐ Time of death shifts
☐ Cause of death shifts
☐ Body was moved
New suspicion created: _____________________________________________________________


If you break the Scene:
☐ Scene staged
☐ Key evidence planted
☐ Weather altered evidence
Who now looks guilty? _______________________________________________________________


If you break the History:
☐ Victim lied
☐ Witness lied
☐ Secret motive uncovered
What assumption collapses? ___________________________________________________________




STEP 5: Midpoint Twist
What does your sleuth believe at the 25 percent mark?


What do they believe at the midpoint?

What changes? _____________________________________________________________________________________

Which corner of the triangle betrayed them?

STEP 6: Final Alignment
When the truth is revealed:
· What was misinterpreted about the Body?___________________________________________

· What was staged or misunderstood about the Scene?___________________________________

· What was hidden in History?_____________________________________________________


How did all three finally lock together?_____________________________________________________
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